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Dave Loebsack and Rebuild 
Iowa Office Executive 
Director Lieutenant General 
Ron Dardis. 
 

At a press conference 
following the tour, Secretary 
Donovan announced Iowa 
would receive $516.7 million 
in the next allocation of 
Community Development 
Block Grant (CDBG) funds. 

This most recent 
allocation brings Iowaõs 
total disaster-related 
CDBG funding to nearly 
$800 million. 
 

In determining the most 
recent disaster allocations, 
HUD focused on two 
factors: 
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All 12 recommendations 
were addressed during the 
2009 legislative session. 
 

The òSpeak Up Iowa IIó 
survey has been available 
during many disaster 
commemoration events 
across the state. The survey 
is also available on the RIO 
Web site at 
www.rio.iowa.gov. 

HUD Secretary Shaun Donovan (center) takes a walking tour of 
downtown Cedar Rapids on June 10. 

procedures, suggesting 
enhancements and future 
legislative issues. 
 

This survey builds on the 
feedback from last summerõs 
statewide public input 
sessions which fueled the 
work of the Rebuild Iowa 
Advisory Commission and 
its task forces and led to 12 
legislative recommendations. 

One year after Iowaõs 
devastating storms, 
tornadoes and flooding, the 
Rebuild Iowa Office (RIO) 
is seeking additional public 
input on the stateõs disaster 
recovery through the 
òSpeak Up Iowa IIó survey. 
 

Survey results will help the 
RIO improve disaster 
recovery programs and 

Safer ,  St ronger ,  
Smar te r  

O 
ne year after 
Iowa was hit 
by historic 
storms, 

tornadoes and flooding, US 
Secretary of Housing and 
Urban Development 
(HUD) Shaun Donovan 
visited Cedar Rapids to 
pledge continued assistance 
for Iowaõs disaster 
recovery. 
 

Governor Chet Culver 
accompanied Secretary 
Donovan on his visit. 
During his stop, they 
toured flood-affected areas 
including the Time Check 
neighborhood, Downtown 
Cedar Rapids and Veterans 
Memorial Coliseum. 
 

Other officials present 
were US Secretary of 
Agriculture (and former 
Iowa Governor) Tom 
Vilsack, Congressman 

Publ ished by  
the  Rebu i ld  Iowa  Of f i ce  

http://www.rio.iowa.gov


Page 2 ISSUE 10 

I OWA  CO M M U N I T I E S  RE M E M B E R:  ON E  Y E A R L A T E R 

Mason City ð Residents visit the RIO Resource Booth in East Park, 
June 7. 

New Hartford  - Gov. Culver and the family of a tornado victim 
plant a memorial tree in Packwaukee Park, May 25. 

Palo - Volunteers load a truck bed full of flowers to deliver to Palo 
residents, May 30. 

Parkersburg - RIO Executive Director Lt. General Ron Dardis at 
the Miracle Park Playground dedication, May 24. 

Waterloo - Residents gather for a community commemoration 
picnic in Lafayette Park, May 30. 

Waverly ð Simon Estes sings òGod Bless Americaó at Waverlyõs 
commemoration event in Kohlmann Park, June 13. 


